
NORTHEAST
Christine Robidoux
133 Howard Hill Rd
Temple, NH 03084
Home: (603) 878-6196
Cell: (603) 566-5357
ricochetrobidoux@hotmail.com

MID-ATLANTIC
Londi Arndt
935 Seneca Rd
Great Falls, VA 22066
Home: (703) 430-7143
Cell: (703) 568-0433
Londa_arndt@hotmail.com

Beverly Cassel
2304 Weinmann Way
Yardley, PA 19067
Home: (215) 493-8511
wcassel@voicenet.com

Rev. John Chadsey
340 Church St
Warrenton, VA 20186
Home: (540) 347-2547
Office: (540) 347-1367
John.Chadsey@verizon.net

George Demass
8848 Belair Rd
Baltimore, MD 21236
Home: (410) 256-5360
Office: (410) 256-6780
phpcmail@juno.com

Jim Ferguson
15 E Harmon Dr
Carlisle, PA 17013
Home: (717) 440-4033
Office: (717) 960-9600
Jsferguson59@hotmail.com

Harvey & Sharon Gasser
1071 Jacob Burner Dr
McGaheysville, VA 22840
Home: (540) 289-9728
gasserhl@hotmail.com

Peter Greenfield
122 Greenview Dr
Lancaster, PA 17601
Home: (717) 560-0272
Summer: (978) 388-2042
Pcgreen972@cs.com

Pat Guziewiecz
400 Stokes Mill Rd
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Home: (570) 421-8930
donguz@ptd.net

Pam Horton
168 Piper Glenn
Blue Ridge, VA 24064
Home: (540) 977-2996
hort@aol.com

John McCabe
8 Brian Lane
Effort, PA 18330
Home: (570) 620-9424
Silverpiper1@yahoo.com

Tom McCarthy
17 N Stead Ct
Catonsville, MD 21228
Home: (410) 744-0102
Office: (410) 869-0705
Thomas.mccarthy@raymondjames.com

Terry Miller
8113 Ainsdale Lane
Chesterfield, VA 23832
Home: (804) 739-3261
terrymiller@comcast.net

Tom Sheaffer
16 Bethel Ct
McSherrytown, PA 17344
Home: (717) 632-8627
tmsharp3@juno.com

SOUTHEAST
Bernie O’Brien
O’Brien’s Irish Pub
11744 Dale Mabry Pkwy
Tampa, FL 33614
Home: (813) 961-4092

Deborah Pecoraro
1421 Crescent Lake Dr
Windermere, FL 34786-3420
Home: (407) 876-6730
Deblee884@aol.com

Michael J. “Jerry” Hogan
M.J. Hogan & Co., Inc.
PO Box 30277
Savannah, GA 31410
Home: (912) 236-8623
Office: (912) 355-6419

MIDWEST/SOUTHWEST/
WEST COAST
Risa Bernstein
27950 Kera Lane
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
Home: (714) 694-0083
Rbernstein10@adelphia.net

Sandy Calhoun
3224 S. 28th St
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Home: (501) 648-1910

Eileen Dolan
821 S East Ave
Oak Park, IL 60304
Home: (708) 524-0529

Ellen Dowling
2845 Aliso NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
Home: (505) 883-9070
edowling@standuptrainer.com

Michelle Glen
9521 E Marquand Dr
Rochelle, IL 61068
Home: (815) 562-7176
glens@rochelle.net

Cathy Gotway
2202 Owens Blvd
Richardson, TX 75082
Home: (972) 699-1206
cathygo@aol.com

Barbara Rottman
7355 Wings Liberty Rd
Dublin, OH 43017
Home: (614) 766-6541
Office: (800) 848-5878 ext. 5219
brottman@columbus.rr.com

Brenda Miller
6287 Ashton Ct
Rancho Cucamunga, CA 91739
Home: (909) 463-3649
Office: (909) 456-3617
Cell: (909) 319-7429
Brenda.tarin@twtelecom.com

Eric Rothe
8514 Flower Meadow
Dallas, TX 75243
Home: (214) 343-6290
Office: (214) 823-9623
Cell: (940) 567-1112
revtheoldtruck@yahoo.com

Brian Pekovitch
PO Box 33
Moweaqua, IL 62550
Home: (217) 768-4660
briovitch@hotmail.com

Suellen Turner
421 Provincetown
Richardson, TX 75080
Home: (972) 473-3434
Office: (972) 231-4057
Std1221@hotmail.com

Ali Shute
604 E 19th
Post Falls, ID 83854
Home: (208) 773-1725
Ali_cat@adelphia.net

ALL OTHER AREAS
Peggy Barrett
Founder & President Emeritus
Home: (888) 524-0648

Londi Arndt
US Principal Coordinator
Home: (703) 430-7143
Cell: (703) 568-0433
londa_arndt@hotmail.com

CHILDREN’S FRIENDSHIP PROJECT 
FOR NORTHERN IRELAND
Glenn Martinsen, Treasurer CFPNI
7 Olde Manchester Rd
Derry, NH 03038



f o r  n o r t h e r n  i r e l a n d

On October 15, 2005, CFPNI teens, parents, coor-
dinators, officers, board members, and even some

host families, gathered together at the City Hotel in
Derry/Londonderry to celebrate another successful year!

The day began with acknowledgements to the Northern
Ireland Coordinators and US Coordinators present for all
their hard work with the teens throughout the year. 
Several US Host Families were also present, and they were
thanked for their generosity and kindness. The CFPNI
Officers and Board Members were also introduced and
received a round of applause for their dedication over 
the past year as well.

Next came the presentations by
the teens! Each Northern Ireland
group put together a skit based on
what they had learned over the
year. They varied from group to
group, but the common theme
was the change that had taken
place in each of them. The pre-

sentations covered stereotyping, differences in cultures,
racism, and the “CFPNI Transformer”. They were both

thoughtful and entertaining, and their hard work showed!
After the teen presentations, the 2005 Barrett Award was

presented. Unfortunately, Peggy Barrett, founder of CFPNI
was not able to make the presentation this year for medical
reasons. However, the spirit of the award was captured in this
year’s recipients. George Demasse, CFPNI Board Chair,
awarded this year’s Barrett Award to Helen Beck and Claire
McGrillen, who stayed with the O’Brien family last year in
New Hampshire (see related article).

Our guest speaker this year was Mr Bertie Faulkner. Mr.
Faulkner is presently the Vice-Chairman of the Youth
Council for Northern Ireland and was Chairman of the
Western Education and Library Board during its last term.
He has had a life-long interest in youth work having set up
a cross-community Scout troop many years ago. It was a
fine speech encouraging our teens to not let their commit-
ment to reconciliation stop just because they have complet-
ed their year with CFPNI. He thanked the teens and their
families for participating in the program, and acknowledged
the courage it takes to step forward and try a new and dif-
ferent way of looking at things.

We were thrilled to have Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate John Hume,
MP join us for lunch. Mr. Hume,
along with David Trimble, MP
received the Nobel Peace Prize in
1998 “for their efforts to find a
peaceful solution to the conflict in
Northern Ireland” and their work

on the Good Friday Peace Agreement. The Hon. Mr. Hume
shared some history with us of the city of Derry/Londonderry
and its links to the United States, and talked about the
character of the city and its people. We were then quite
honored to have him sing “O’Danny Boy”. 

No—not a title for a new song or romantic thriller but
a serious challenge for the population of Northern

Ireland as we move from a position of conflict towards gen-
uine peace and reconciliation. 

The violence that has dominated much of our recent history is
giving way to a new optimism for the future. We have reached
new milestones within this small corner of Europe with the pass-
ing of a relatively trouble free summer, the decommissioning of
IRA arms, the start of demilitarization, and the announcement on
the 30th Oct 2005 that the LVF made a decision to stand down

and is ready to destroy its weapons.
However, the removal of the apparatus of conflict does not

necessarily herald the immediate creation of a reconciled socie-
ty. The foundations for trust between our communities have
been rocked by 35 years of conflict. We must identify and
pursue the means by which trust can be rebuilt.

After decommissioning one wag when asked by his mate
over a pint of the Black Stuff what he thought of this de-
commissioning lark was heard to say ‘decommissioning arms
that’s OK what about minds!!’

A Year to Remember, the 2005 CFPNI Reunion

In Friendship We Trust
contributed by cfpni board member john mcKinney, northern ireland

continued on page 5

BARRETT AWARD

WINNERS
George Demass, CFPNI Board

Chair, presented the 2005 Barrett
Award to Helen Beck and Claire
McGrillen. The pair is from the
Banbridge group, and spent last
summer with the O’Brien family in
New Hampshire.

Helen and Claire’s strong bond
has created an intermingling of their
friends. They speak out against prej-
udice and use their friendship as evi-
dence that two people can become
friends based on respect and inter-
ests, regardless of their religion or
culture. Their experience of serving
in a soup-kitchen taught them the
value of cross-community work and
they both aspire to partake in activi-
ties that they hope will lead to a
promising future for Northern
Ireland and a fascinating adventure
for them.

All Barrett Award nominees are
put forth by their host families.
Further consideration is based on the
teens’ efforts to promote the ideals
of the CFPNI program. Nominees
from the summer of 2004 included
Richard Boyd and Peter O’Keane,
Scott Campbell and Peter Doherty,
Elaine Sheerin and Ashley Wilkinson,
and Helen Beck and Claire McGrillen.
All teen pairs are complimented on
their commitment to build lasting
relationships with their partners, and
for mentoring other teens into the
CFPNI programme.

Nominations for the 2006 Barrett
Award will be accepted after July 1,
2006. All teens who have completed
the 2005 program are eligible. 

Children’s Friendship Project
WINTER 2005-2006
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CPFNI 2005 U.S. 
SUMMER PROGRAM

Across the country in 12 states, 59 Host Families welcomed 
102 teens from Northern Ireland this past summer. Whether the
teens were in an area where there was a CFPNI group or not, all
the teens agree it was a “once in a lifetime”, “life-changing”, “ 
eye-opening” experience. Here are just a few of the highlights. 

CALIFORNIA
On July 7th, 2005 eight teens from Northern Ireland were invited
as the first personal guests to the Los Angeles residence of the
British Consulate General, Bob Peirce. On this very emotional
morning peace and friendship was the focus as the teens shared
this incredible experience together. With the events in London
unfolding moment to moment, the teens were even more close
than usual. The teens spent time getting to know each other as
well as sharing their feelings and concerns about the recent
tragedy in London. After a delightful lunch and relaxing swim, 
Bob was able to steal a few moments away form his very hectic
day and present situation to speak personally to the teens. He
addressed the events of the morning, reassured the teens as much
as he could of the precautions the government was taking to
secure the country and the importance of their participation in
C.F.P.N.I. Mr. Peirce addressed the teens directly and specifically
told them how proud he was of them. The discussion was very
touching and emotional.  The teens were honored by the invita-
tion and touched by the kind, uplifting and very emotional words
of Mr. Peirce. 

VIRGINIA
It was another successful summer in Northern Virginia with teens
participating in four group events including George Mason
University’s Hemlock Overlook Ropes Course, a visit to Capital
Hill, as well as several community service opportunities. In addi-
tion, the Northern Virginia group once again held their Diversity
and Conflict Resolution Workshop. During the workshop, the
teens were introduced to Islamic speakers. The exchange between
the group and speakers cleared up false information the teens
had, and was extremely beneficial. Again this year the group 
invited Newark based New Community Corporation to facilitate
conflict resolution activities that included discussion about gang
culture, non-confrontational ways of communicating, and cultural
acceptance. At the end of the day teens were asked to share their
summaries of the entire summer experience with their host 
families and special guests.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
The ten teens staying with host families in New Hampshire gath-
ered together for four group events this summer. The events
included a Cultural Diversity/Peace Workshop sponsored in part
by War Child USA, a non-profit organization providing emergency
aid and effective on-going support to children and their families
affected by war or conflict, a tour and workshop in Boston with
Mytown, Inc., a non-profit organization that uses the process of
sharing local history to empower young people and build appreci-
ation of urban neighborhoods, sponsored by the Peterborough
United Methodist Church, a day at Lake Winnepasaukee courtesy
of twelve time host family the Muirs, and a day at WaterCountry,
an amusement park in Portsmouth, who donated the tickets to
our group. Thank you to all our generous donors and volunteers!

Every year, St.
Paul’s Catholic

Church sponsors a pair
of teens as part of the
Children’s Friendship
Project of Northern
Ireland and asks a 
family to host the teens.

Our family had thought of many reasons why we
could not be a CFPNI host family. Our house was
too small, our son was too young, our schedules
were too uncertain, the cost was too high, and we
were too private.  In 2004, the Kroder family had
stepped forward to host. At mass, Tim Kroder spoke
about their experience and some things became obvi-
ous. Their house was too small, their children were
too young, their schedules were too uncertain, their
finances were no different than ours, and they, too,
seemed like private people. They, however, stepped
forward and were able to offer their home to two
boys. In reward, they had made friends with two
families in Northern Ireland and knew that they had
helped build a bridge to a more peaceful future.

It was one of those moments when I knew that
my husband, Ron, and I were thinking the same
thing at the same moment. I turned to him and he
said, “Let’s commit to this right after mass so we
don’t come up with any excuses this time.” 

We started the process to become a host family
and we waited to hear about the two teenagers
who would spend July with us. Our son, Conor,
hoped that we would have boys, as we requested,
and was very happy the day I came to pick him
up from school and showed him the pictures of
Sean and Chris. Sean and Chris both lived in

Banbridge, County Down, Northern Ireland, but
as we soon learned, they came from two very dif-
ferent communities. Sean attended the Catholic
High School and his life centered on Gaelic
Football. Chris attended the Protestant High
School and his life centered on music. When they
arrived, we were surprised to discover that they had
different accents! Sean had the classic Irish
“brogue” and Chris had a more British accent.
While I found Chris easy to understand, I had trou-
ble with Sean’s accent. This later became a running
joke. Sean discovered that I didn’t always know what
he said and had fun catching me when I faked
agreement. Sean brought the local Irish newspaper,
geared toward the Catholic community to show us.
Chris brought photos of a bridge that is constructed
in the center of their town each year by the
Orangemen. We discovered that Sean considered
himself Irish and Chris considered himself both
Irish and British. Sean carried an Irish passport;
Chris carried a British passport. 

July went quickly, too quickly really and all of
our excuses now seem foolish. Our time together
was over before we were ready to see the boys go.
Sean and Chris left with a better understanding of
each other and of us. They also learned about
opportunities for their own futures they had not
considered. It was only a month, which now
seems a small amount of time to give, especially
when we know how much Chris, Sean, and our
family benefited from the time together.  As it
turns out, our house wasn’t too small, our son
wasn’t too young, our schedules could be adapted,
the cost wasn’t too high (especially with St. Paul’s
sponsorship), and we were happy to have these
two boys become part of our family.

2005 First Time Host Family Shares their Experience
(excerpted, for the complete letter please visit our website at www.cfpni.org)

Sean, Chris, and Conor

continued on page 3

From the President
Dear Friends, 

I just want to say thanks to all our teens, their
families, all our U.S. and N.I. coordinators, and espe-
cially to all our wonderful host families for another
great year for CFPNI! God bless you all for all that
you have done and will continue to do for peace and
reconciliation in Northern Ireland through this pro-
gram. As you can gather from elsewhere in this
newsletter the need for this amazing project remains.
Although, there is relative “peace” in Northern
Ireland, and less sectarian violence (at least that makes

it into our U.S. news), the need for true reconciliation and understanding is greater than ever. If you
know of folks who would make good host families, please tell them about CFPNI and give them our
website address: www.cfpni.org. The need for host families is great. 

It’s been one of the great privileges of my life to have served this truly amazing organization as its
President. As I step down from that role, I look forward with great anticipation to the leadership that
Christine Robidoux will give. But, most of all I look forward to still more quality leadership for this
all-volunteer organization coming as always from the ranks of host families and area coordinators. So, if
you’d like to become more involved as an area coordinator in areas of the country where we have none,
or assisting a current area coordinator, please let Christine know. 

Again, thank you all for what you’re doing. God bless. 
David Reynolds, President

From Left, George Demass, CFPNI Board Chair,
Christine Robidoux, CFPNI President 2006,
Nobel Laureate John Hume, MP, Florence Brunt,
CFPNI Principal Coordinator, Northern Ireland,
David Reynolds, CFPNI President 2004-2005
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PENNSYLVANIA
Eastern Pennsylvania teens were quite busy this summer, not just
with CFPNI events, but they were quite “in demand” with the
press! Teen pairs were featured in several local media outlets,
including some TV coverage. Teens were also thanked for their
community service work at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK),
and the American Red Cross, in both organizations newsletters.
The community service work was part of a 2-day mission seminar
presented by the Peace Center and the Children’s Home Society.
Teens also had the opportunity to work at Chandler Hall Health
Services. Here’s what a few of the PA teens had to say about their
CFPNI experience:

“The experience of helping in the soup
kitchen, that feeds the hungry, changed me
so much as I have seen another type of
American, for there is an image of Americans
being quite greedy people.”

“Honestly I feel CFPNI is improving the 
communities in Northern Ireland, helping
build a bond between Catholics and
Protestants. The programme is a truly great
investment and is making a difference.”

“When I go home, I plan to spread the 
word about CFPNI to family and friends. 
I’d like to join cross-community projects and
by so doing help my own community.”

FUNDRAISING
NEWS
VIRGINIA
Mark your calendars! The 2006
Annual Auction is scheduled for
March 11, 2006.

PENNSYLVANIA
Visitors to the 14th Annual Irish
Fall Festival in Wildwood, NJ on
September 23-25th were in for a
treat of Irish Soda Bread and
Scones made by current and for-

mer host families the Guziewicz and Dougery. It was quite a
successful day! They sold out of the scones and sold 275
loaves of bread, raising $1465! Congratulations and Thank You!

In Newtown (Upper Makefield), PA, guests enjoyed a fall after-
noon with Alice Murray of With a European Touch as she pre-
sented a benefit program called Fabulous Flowers. The after-
noon was spent enjoying a floral design presentation featuring
table arrangements and special occasion flowers. There was also
live music, raffles, door prizes, and of course some yummy
treats. All proceeds from the event went to CFPNI courtesy of
host mom Alice Murray.

US - NATIONAL
Thank you to everyone that participated in this year’s raffle.
This is the only national fundraiser here in the U.S., so we 
really appreciate your support. And the 2005 winners are:

Kevin McKenna, Elkridge, MD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500.00 
James Lee Flory, Dayton, VA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500.00 
Mathew Mullan, Red Bank, NJ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500.00 
Maureen Lewis, Warrenton, VA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500.00 
Sharon Nolen, Albuquerque, NM  . . . . . . . . . .Belleek China Bowl 
Alice Murray, Washington Crossing, PA  .Belleek 4 Seasons Bowl 
Mrs.Mary King, Tampa, FL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Belleek Killarney Vase 
Mr. Jim Twohig, Albuquerque, NM  . . . . . . . . . . .Belleek Tara Vase 
Judy Biffen, Stroudsburg, PA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Belleek Harp Bell 
Mrs. Nancy Wilson, Keedysville, MD  . . . . . .Belleek Colonial Pot 

A Letter from A 2005 Teen
My name is Audrey and I was one of the

lucky teenagers from Northern Ireland
to be privileged enough to be part of the
C.F.P.N.I project this year, 2005. Through the
help of C.F.P.N.I, I have met fantastic new peo-
ple. I feel as though I now have four family
types. Firstly, my own family who I live with,
my family by birth. Secondly, my group family
the people I have been blessed to have got to
meet on Wednesday nights and the leaders who
guided us there. Alastair and Terence were amaz-
ing! So fun and inspirational! Thirdly, my host
family I got to know in America. They were
amazing and gave me hope. In America I learned
a lot from both them and my partner Johanna. I
feel as though I’ve grown so much as a person.
I’m now looking through a new set of eyes back
home and with a more loving and hopeful heart!
Fourthly, my fellow CFPNI teens, especially
those who were in my region in America! I am
ashamed to say that before this project I had
very few catholic friends whereas now I have
many! I love them all lots and I hope to contin-
ue my friendship with every one of them
because I couldn’t imagine life without them! I
know that sounds strange because I’ve only
known some of these people for four weeks but
its true. I love them all and they all own a place

in my heart.
As a person
I’ve learned
so much. I
feel more
independent
and wiser. My
partner Johanna and I have got on so well that it
feels strange not having her around but we’ve
been texting and we’re planning to meet as soon
as possible! She is more of a sister to me now
than a friend. She’s amazing. I just want to thank
C.F.P.N.I and all those who make the project
possible because if it hadn’t been for you guys I
would never have had this incredible indescrib-
able experience of a lifetime!!! So what I’m trying
to say is a thanks, and I want to encourage all
those who help raise money, or those considering
hosting teens, those wanting to take part in the
project, etc. to definitely get involved! It’s an
amazing project, something that will remain with
me for life! Thanks for everything. I will always
be in debt to those who made it possible. 

Thank You, 
Audrey
xx, C.F.P.N.I ROCKS!!!
Summer 2005 best time of my life!

continued from page 2

In 2004, CFPNI enlisted the help of
Professor Maurice Stringer and Dr. Teresa

Murphy-Cowan from the School of Psychology
at the University of Ulster, to do an independent
review of our organization to determine how we
can best achieve our mission in the future.

The review looked at the current situation in
Northern Ireland, and found that in general “holi-
day schemes by themselves… do not translate back
into the home environment”.  CFPNI as an organ-
ization currently addresses this issue by providing
pre and post holiday reconciliation activities for the
year that the teens participate in the program.
These events allow the friendships to develop in a
safe Northern Ireland environment, with authority
figures (coordinators and parents), as role models
in support of cross-community contact. 

The report also suggests that providing follow-
up programs is critical to maintaining the friend-
ships and promoting neutrality. CFPNI is pleased
to announce that Gertrude Carey, former CFPNI
Coordinator from Derry/Londonderry has agreed
to help get the alumni program up and running
and mentor the CFPNI participants/leaders. The
program will be set-up and run by former CFPNI
participants, along with the support of Ms. Carey
as the CFPNI Coordinator/Mentor. The goal of

the follow-up program is to encourage the partici-
pants to not only maintain their friendship with
their partner, but also widen their circle of friends
by participating in and organizing cross-community
events and community service projects in their area.
It would also provide them with a support network
so that they do not slip back into their “old” habits
of social segregation. Many former CFPNI teens
have already contacted us and volunteered their
time in getting it started!

If you know of CFPNI alumni that might be
interested in getting involved, please e-mail
Gertrude Carey at gertrudecarey@hotmail.com.

2005 CFPNI Alumni at the Reunion in October

CFPNI Seeking Volunteers for Alumni Program

                     



Investigating Firm Awarded Contract
CFPNI has awarded a one-year contract to a private investigating firm to conduct background

checks on potential new host families for the summer of 2006. The company will provide
nationwide, in-depth investigations with results reported to CFPNI within days, rather than 2-6 weeks,
as has been encountered in previous years.

Formerly, host families were required to provide the total cost for the investigation of each individual
(18 years or older) residing in their household, during the period of time when the teens would be
under their custody. Generally, this fee has ranged between $20-$30 depending on the particular state of
residence and/or the use of private agencies in the area.

The investigating firm will charge a fixed amount of $65 for each individual investigation.
Considering the promptness of the reporting period, coupled with an improved, nationwide coverage
and thoroughness of investigation procedures, CFPNI has agreed to offset a portion of the higher rate by
contributing $35 towards the cost of each investigation. 

CFPNI volunteers are thrilled to be providing this more comprehensive service for the protection of
our teens, and to be able to process host family applications much more efficiently. We hope to be able
to match teens with host families much sooner, thus allowing the bonds between families and teens to
begin long before the teens arrive in the U.S.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
COORDINATORS
U.S. PRINCIPAL COORDINATOR
Londi Arndt, Coordinator in Northern Virginia, has been
named Principal Coordinator in the U.S. Londi will be working
with the officers in support of US Coordinators, particularly
new coordinators, and assisting host families in areas where
there is not currently a coordinator. We are excited about this
new role and appreciate Londi’s continued hard work and dedi-
cation toward reconciliation, and her commitment to the
young people and volunteers in the program. 

U.S. 
Chuck Keady, Vice President

Chuck Keady’s great-grandfa-
ther, Micheál, was born in the
small hamlet of Seannagurran
near the village of Án Spideál,
Co. Galway, to Pádraig and

Ellen (nee Riley) Keady on October 1, 1847 (during the height of
the Great Famine). Reluctantly, he emigrated onboard the
Steamship “Jason” and, at the age of 12, arrived at the Port of
New York on November 2, 1859. He settled in Wakefield,
Massachusetts married and raised a large family. Their first
born, Patrick, was Chuck’s grandfather.

In 1989, Chuck was introduced to CFPNI by a close friend, John
Brown, who suggested that a CFPNI chapter in New Mexico be
formed under the “umbrella” of the New Mexico
Irish/American Society, of which there are, approximately, 350
members. This allowed access to a “captive audience”, whose
membership is provided with a monthly update in their local
newsletter of our CFPNI activities. Initially, their group consist-
ed of a secretary, a treasurer, a couple of advisors and Chuck!

They began with the basics; raising funds, acquiring host families,
contacting various media, etc. Their first year (1990), six ‘teens
were their guests, two boys and four girls. Over the years, 70
teens, representing all six counties in Northern Ireland, have
been welcomed to New Mexico.

Following the unexpected passing of our dear friend, Dan
LaMar, last year, Chuck accepted the role of CFPNI’s Vice-
President. His primary responsibility is to oversee the process-
es of investigating the backgrounds of new, potential host
families. For the summer of 2006, CFPNI has awarded a con-
tract to an independent investigating firm to conduct in-depth,
comprehensive, nation-wide family criminal background checks
in a timely manner (see related article).

Chuck’s dedication and experience have been and continue to
be a vital part of our organization. Thank you Chuck, for 16
wonderful years (and counting)!

NORTHERN IRELAND
Terence and Alastair
Derry/Londonderry

Alastair Dunn has worked for
20 years in cross community
work in Derry/Londonderry,

Northern Ireland. He is currently a Director for another cross-
community program called Reach Across, of which he is a
founding member. Alastair met Gertrude Carey, former CFPNI
Coordinator, now Alumni Program Coordinator, through the pro-
gram and she asked him to help her with CFPNI for one week;
that was four years ago! He was very impressed, and even though
he was busy with his own radio communications business he got
attached. Alastair finds CFPNI a time consuming but a very
worthwhile cause. 
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To apply online, or download an application, 
go to www.cfpni.org today!

For more information, or to volunteer call
1-888-524-0648 or contact a local coordinator.

IN THE US: 
Peggy Barrett
Founder & President Emeritus
Home: (888) 524-0648

Londi Arndt
US Principal Coordinator
935 Seneca Rd, Great Falls, VA 22066
Home: (703) 430-7143/Cell: (703) 568-0433
londa_arndt@hotmail.com

IN NORTHERN IRELAND:
Florence Brunt
NI Principal Coordinator 
Alna 163 Main St, Fivemiletown, BT75 OPG County Tyrone
Home: 028-8952-1203/Office: 028-8952-2488
Mobile: 077-8594-2278 florence_brunt@hotmail.com

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 
CONTRIBUTION:
Glenn Martinsen
Treasurer CFPNI

7 Olde Manchester Rd

Derry, NH 03038

treasurer@CFPNI.org

WE NEED HOST FAMILIES AND VOLUNTEERS

WWW.CFPNI.ORG 

From the Chair
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to commend and thank our 2005 teens for their partici-

pation in this past summer’s program. Thank you to our co-ordinators on both sides of the Atlantic for
their diligent work and dedication to the project and to our host families for a job well done, and to the
families of the teens for entrusting them to us. 

We appreciate the diligent work of our past president, David Reynolds and N. I. Principal
Coordinator, Florence Brunt.

Congratulations to our new President, Christine Robidoux and U.S. Principal Coordinator, Londi
Arndt. This all-voluntary organization continues to work for the reconciliation and peace of N. Ireland
and we thank you for your continued support.
George R. Demass, Chairman

CFPNI is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) organization.

                                    



In Friendship We Trust
continued from page 1 SPOTLIGHT ON OUR

COORDINATORS 
Terence O’Kane has worked with youth through a local youth
club, football teams and all his nephews and nieces. He
presently works as a construction lecturer at a local college.
Gertrude invited him to a reunion meeting in Belfast, where he
was introduced to both USA and Northern Ireland
Coordinators. The following day he got to witness teens shar-
ing their friendships through shear enjoyment. His first memo-
ry was that it was difficult to recognize who was Catholic and
who was Protestant. “This is habit that we have in Northern
Ireland, don’t ask why, but we need to change it!” 

Although Terence didn’t need any more commitments in his
life, this day sold the project to him. It was something that
impressed him and made him even more committed. He
believes and continues to believe that CFPNI is a positive force
for change in Northern Ireland. He realized that “some day
every teen that comes through the program will reflect and
realize what the program is all about. This will help to break
down fears and attitudes towards other people’s views.” 

There has been 30 years of violence, and Terence believes “if it
takes 30 years to bring peace, what do we have to loose. As a
father of two children, nothing would give me any more pleas-
ure than to see them travel anywhere without the fear of trou-
ble. Wouldn’t any parent?”

When one first meets this Coordinator pair from
Londonderry/Derry, one would think they have been life-long
friends. One protestant and one Catholic, they appear to be
more like brothers. ”Both of us were introduced to the CFPNI
project through a friend who was already a volunteer leader,
we both joined the same year. We live within minutes of each
other and had never met before CFPNI. Now we have become
good friends and show each other the respect that we deserve.
We work well as a team and share the work load evenly.” 

”When we were told that we had been chosen to chaperone
the teens to the USA this year, we decided that we would like
to participate in some group activities that teens take part in
during their four week ‘summer job’. We wanted to meet host
parents, share stories with them, promote CFPNI to any people
who would speak to us, promote Northern Ireland, and of
course promote how much the host families are helping our
teenagers respect each other and life.”

They decided to contact as many USA Coordinators as possible
to map out a route that would enable them to fulfill what
they hoped to achieve. It wasn’t long before they got respons-
es and made plans. “We were as excited as the teens.” 

While in the US, Terence and Alastair participated in communi-
ty service projects including soup kitchens and retirement
homes, attended group workshops, church services, etc. They
both agree that kids do interact with each other no matter
what religion. “We found these to be rewarding for the
teenagers, ourselves and the future of Northern Ireland. We
hope that all the host families get something from these
times, as they are very important to the program.“

“The trip has left us with memories of what CFPNI is all about.”

Thank you Alastair and Terence, for being so generous with
your time, and for all the “craic”. It is a pleasure working 
with you both!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Production and Design:
Carol Gove
carolgove@earthlink.net
www.govedesign.com

continued from page 4

Many a true word was spoken in jest and the
above is a good intro to the real challenge facing
the people of Northern Ireland and that of
rebuilding trust between our communities. The
host families are the backbone of the Children’s
Friendship Program in America and an invalu-
able asset in recreating a climate of trust amongst
our next generation of citizens. 

Trust cannot be directly manufactured but we
can eliminate the impediments. The Children’s
Friendship Programme enables our young people
to gain new perspectives from new environments
and situations. A simple change of scenery and
habit can have a fundamental and beneficial
impact by breaking existing negative mindsets. 

The population of Northern Ireland recognize
and thank the Host Families for the giving of
their time, resources and hearts to allow our teens
to find that precious space, a quality space
removed from the legacy of the conflict and in an
environment that encourages the finding of com-
mon ground, the understanding of each others
culture, the building of lasting friendships, the
shaping of the future, the understanding and
challenge of diversity – diversity of thought, belief
and opinion.  

Building trust and being open to that concept
as in any change process requires leadership and
here again the programme offers real opportuni-
ties to develop leadership skills that are not lost
on return home but reinforced making our teens
the agents of change and the real hope for the
future.

If lasting friendship is a measure of success and
we believe it is, then in this context the program
and the proposed alumni program for our teens
will reinforce this message and act as a barometer
to measure the rate of change and trust levels
between our youth—the next step forward on
this journey of reconciliation and lasting peace.

Trust Changes Everything
mckinney1@ireland.com
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WE NEED YOUR PHOTOS!
Do you have CFPNI photos you would like

to share? We would like to put them on our

website. Please send photos along with a brief

description to webmaster@cfpni.org 

or mail them to Glenn Martinsen, 

7 Olde Manchester Rd, Derry, NH 03038

USA. Please indicate whether or not you would
like your photos returned.

Another year of CFPNI is at an end and the
next one is already underway with posters

and information out in the schools for recruitment
for 2006.

I was very pleased that we had new groups in
Antrim and Omagh for 2005. Carol Scott along
with Joanne and Joe McConville worked with the
Antrim group while Dawn Lawther and Michele
Martin started up the Omagh group again after a
gap of four years. I helped with it because Dawn
gave birth to a little daughter in April. 

In the Fermanagh group Lynsey Cathcart took a
year out to travel to Australia and Sonya Johnston
gave birth to a son in April so I worked for most of
the time on my own. I am delighted that both are
back now and helped the group prepare their pres-
entation for the Re-Union. 

All the Coordinators give a tremendous degree
of commitment to the programme both in time
and effort. I am very pleased to head up a team
that works voluntarily with such dedication. Fiona
McFarlane continues in her role as administrator
setting up the Database and looking after the
Insurance along with many other tasks and is at the
end of the telephone with advice when required. 

All in all it has been an extremely busy year for
me working with two groups as well as my role as

Principal Coordinator but the reward is in seeing
young people developing their communication and
leadership skills. When I read the Evaluation
Reports it was very reassuring to see how well the
programme is working for the majority of young
people. One teen wrote and I quote, “We learned
so many things from people who gave up their
time to talk to us because they believe in the pro-
gram and place their hope in us to bring home the
things we have learned and put them into practice.
I will certainly do my best to honor their wishes
and hope that others will too.”

The Re-Union, which was held in the City
Hotel, Londonderry on 15th October, was a great
success. We had a presentation from each of the
groups taking a theme that we had addressed dur-
ing the year. It was wonderful to see how the teens
could write the script for a serious subject such as
prejudice, stereotyping or discrimination and por-
tray it in a fun way for the audience to learn from
their experience.

Helen Beck and Claire McGrillen have won the
Barrett Award from the Banbridge group of 2004.
I hope that next year more host families will feel
the need to recommend their teens from 2005 for
consideration for this prestigious award.

News from Northern Ireland
contributed by florence brunt, principal coordinator, northern ireland

                   


